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RTE Hu been <A preſſedrocon £0 cOn- 
| BER triue many Sermons( of Con- 
ſcience) into one diſcourſe , 


——_ " Caſes for an Eſay. T bake 
thought a little of the motion , but finding 
my ſelfe partly prevented by my betters,part- 
ly intercepted by more preſſing occaffons, I : 

giue "3 3 onely thu farre I hawe yeelded, . 
namely, That my rude notes (bould bee ſcan- 
ved; and in caſe they ſhall be deemed of any 
Vſe, then to bee publiſhed vntranſcribed. 
Some of them "a paſſed ( it ſeemes ) the 
cenſure, and aye now vnder rview , rouching 
which, pnderſtand thurmuch ; F irſh, that 
theſe two elder were preached inthe V niner- 
ſity, and addreſſed tothe then Auditory and 
occafion. Secondly that I baue -underband, 
( ypon the ſame and other texts) other $ er- 
mes, hich (haply ) may more comply with 
thine 


oO the Reader. 
thige etate and temper, if ſo, it ir at thy li. 
berty to leaue theſe, and to'wnit thoſe, where. 
in 1 ſhall haply expreſſe more ſilly wit in, 
the Aſiize Sermon time and importunity 
made mee forbeare. Thirdly, that I hau: 
no contniency of writing much at hom:, or 
of ſeeing any thing printed abroad, and 
therefore if things be not all out to thy mind, 
diuide the blame betwixt the Printer and 

i ity. 1haue nomore t0 ſay but this ; 
Compare Iudas and Paul together, marks 
the ones es Me others confidence, and 
accordingly make thy concluſion. 


R. HAxz1s 


T O 
THE RIGHT WOR- 


ſhipfullSrTHoMAs CREW, 
&c. All bappineſſe_. 


{ En, that can ſpeake, would 
CR Bf - bearc much in few. Itis not 
ak much chat I can doe this 
Da way, and therceforcit is bur 
litle that I will ſay. Only to three Qu#- 1 
rees (vig.) why(ofmany)theſe Sermons 
were thus, Firſt, Preached : Secondly, 
Printed : Thirdly, Dedicated? I anſwer 

To the firſt thus : As in Feaſts, ſo in Ser- 
mons we reſpe& the company, not our 
ſelues. Theſe two were preached in 4- 
thens, and there Saint Paul (whoſe Rule * —_ 
in theſe middle things is Omnia omnibu ) 
ſomewhat varics his ſtile, and ſpcakes 
thicke, A&. 17. 

Tothe lecond thus:theſe were moſt and 
firſt deſired, and we carry Scrmonstothe 
preſle,as ſeruants bring drink torherable, 
only when it is called for. 

To thethird thus: Firſt, for my owne 4uiwworns. 
privare, I owe very much to your loue, 234 1, 


' bl 
. 4 - 


' 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
for many molt kinde fauours,molZt faith- 
full counſcls, moſt fruutull inſtructions. 
Secondly, E am willing to pay what I am 
able,andtocommend therelt to thepray- 
ers of my Executors and Aſhgues. And (e- 
condly forthe publike, not only I, bur all 
the Churches giuc you pages. "<a for 
relecuing lo many poore members and 


bowels,parclyfor adorning Religion with 
rcall performances,whillt others talk and 
with attending the maine, whilſt roo m4 
ny languith in liuclefle. diſputcs. Goe on 


(Good Sir)you arein a gogd way.,and you 
ſcruca good Maſter. I know not whom 
the Lord hath blefled beyond your fcltcin 
perſon,conditiun,profeſſion,relarion, ſuc: 
cellion,cuery way: ſhould nor you beve 
ry thaukfall, whoſhould >» Now the Lord 
giue you roabound yer and yer,more and 
more,as Paul (peakes: and he grant,thatin 
theſclaſt & worlt daics (as Bernard yoke 
them) we all may keepe our faith, truth 
maocency,conſcicnce,and:therelt of o 
garments clcane & clofe abour'vs. 4 


From my Study, Decemb,20, 
Your Worſhips much bounden, 
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Paul's Exerciſe. 
SERMON 


PREACHED 
before the Tudges at 


As$S$1ZzE. 


'ACTS. 24-16, 
And berein doe 1 exerciſe my ſelfe, to haue 
alwaies a conſcience, void of offence, t0- 
ward God, and toward men. 
Fr N this Chapter we hauea very 
LESS! great trial: the ſitting is at one 
=> of the Ce/areces; the Iudge, 
$929) (vader Clandirs) Falix;the Em- 
RR perors Aduocate, Teriallw ; 
, | = Plaintiffes, the Iewes ; Defen- 
dant, Saint Pawl; the Endirement, ſchiſme 
and 


2 &;, Paul's Exerciſe. 
and hercſie, the euidence, thouſands of teſti- 


monies, The Defendant is now vpon his an- 
ſwer, who hauing mard the L ſer ſtarche 
ſpeech, tenders the Iudge an abridgment of his 
faith before, of his life here, 

And here (for time denies diſcourſe) is con- 
{iderable an a4, termed, Exerciſe: the ſubiet 
of it, Pawls ſelfe: the obic of it, Pawls conſci- 
ence : the cnd of it, void of offence, and that at all 
times, in all points; $0owards God, in the firſt y wa 
wards man, in the ſecond table. 


«So Melonbue In the Atturnics ſpeech youcannor * ſee mats 


of Dio $ 
his Tragedie. 


Plut, 


dY.C 


ter for words; in Saint Pasls, ſcarce words for 
matter : euery terme is ſtuft if wee had time; 
bur generals once obſcrucd, particulars ſhall be 
ſaluted as we paſſe, 

Thus much youalready (ce, that there is no 
cauſe ſo bad, but ſome will plead it; no man ſo 
good, but ſome will ſlanderhim ; no caſe ſo 
cleere, but ſome will queſtion itz no thing ſo 
falſe, bur ſome will ſweare it. Iudges then had 


;, needetodoeas * their ancients did ; firlt ſacri- 


Sweten.,>, fice, then ſcatence, and to be as David was,wilc 


DoF. 


like an Angell of God. 

Thus the Context; for the Texc, this abridg- 
ment muſt yet bee abridged, and all ſhut vp in 
this one concluſion : Euery man muſt chiefly 


i Propound, looke to this, that his conſcience bee nor offen- 


ded : men, be they pleaſed or not pleaſed, con- 
ſcience muſt nor bee diſpleaſed, This is the 
maine: and for our briefer diſpatch of this po 

this 


——_— 


"S, Paul's|Exerciſe. «7 
this order will be caken; Firſt, the rtermes muſt 
bee vnfolded z next,the prepoſition confirmed, 
and then applied, 

My comming hither was to fatisfie others, not 
my ſclfe; being come, my care ſhall bee, to (a- 
esfic my ſelfe(in point of conſcience)not others: 
for the wiſe, I am ſecure in their louesz for the 
Countrey, I am much grieued that I haue not 
learning enough to bee plaine enough, in chat 
explication which we now ſet vpon. 

In Saint Paw/s Ation, and our Propoſition, 


three things come to be conſidered ; The Sub- 2 Expoun- 


ie, Obic, End. 

For the firſt, no more but this ; Wee inferre 
from Paul exerciſg, cach mans duty : becauſe 
this quazewas, and reſpeRt of this reaches to all. 
[tis true, he was a Preacher, bur hee is notnow 
confidered as a Preacher, but asa mans and in 
my Text, his life is mentioned, not his faith, or 
flunRion. 

For the ſecond, itis (Conſcience) a word of 

cat lacitude and infinire diſpute. It is taken 

ometime properly, ſometime generally ; if we 
will peake diſtin&ly of it,wee muſt finde out its 
nature, place, office, ({o we purpolely terme the 
genus, ſubic, and finall cauſe of conſcience) 
which by order muſt concurre to its definition, 
1 Forthefirſt, I take Conſcience to bee 
both a faculty, and a diftin& facultie too of the 


foule : the * Schooles reie& that, others this; ©” Aquin-i» 


but befides reaſon, the written Word bends [— 


B 2 moſt 


i Tim, 15; 
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moltthat way: 1Tim.r.itis diſtinguiſhed from 
the will : Titws the 1.wer/.1 5. from the minde: 
and if we marke it, Conſcience is fo farre from 
being one of bath, or both in one, as that there 
is berweene them, firſt a icalouſie,then an open 
faction; theother powers of the ſoule, raking 
Conſcience to be but a ſpic, doe what they can, 
firſt ro hide themſclues trom ir, next to deceiuc 
ir, after to oppoſcir, and laſtly, ro depoſe it; 
Conſciencc(on the veher fide)laboureth to hold 
it owne, and (tilliebe blinded, or bribed) pro- 
ceeds in its office,in deſpight ef all oppoſicions, 
it cites all che powers of nature, ſits vpon them, 
examines, witneſſeth, iudges, executes: hereof 
come thoſe a4;que,, ſelfe conferenges, or realo- 
nings, as Paw termes them; thence thoſe. mu- 
tuall Apologics,and exceptions amongſt them- 
ſclues, when conſcience ſus, Rowanes 2, | know 
the words are etherwiſc caried:but(ulets winm) 
will hardly brooke any other bias that is ſet vp 
on them, 

_ For theſecond;, the common fubic& of 
Conſcience, is the reaſonable ſoule : there is 
ſomeſhadow of thisin a beaſt,as there is of rea 
ſon, butit is a ſhadow, The proper ſeat is (1 
thinke) the higheſt part thereof; it is vſuallyre- 
ferred (you know) to the praRticall vnderſtan- 
ding, becauſe it is buſted about ations, and 
drjucs all its workes ro iſſue by diſcourſe. But 
as that ground is toe weake (for neither is cues 
ry diſcourſe conſcience, nor cuery a ofconſc> 

ence 


— wy kn. 1 a ama Ou = 


ence a diſcourſe) fo is that roome too ſtraight: 
wee had rather therfore place conſcience ſome- 
whathigher, vnder God, but ouerall in man, 
ditin&t from other faculries, yer ſtill ſheathed 
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in the body (as Daziel ſpeakes of the whole ſpi- Dar. 7. 


rit) and (as I thinke) is that which @-jges meant 
by his P edagogur, and others by their Genie, 

The chird thing is its end and office; tis ſet in 
man to make knowen to man, in what termes he 
ands with God, thence irs name ; therefore fit- 
ly tearmed, the ſoules glaſſe,the vnderſtandings 
light, 


42 


Conſcience therefore is a prime faculty of Danu{c. 


the reaſonable ſoule, there ſet ro giue notice of 
its ſpirituall eſtate, in what termes it ſtands with 
God. Vnderſtand me thus; The ſoule (I ſup- 
poſe) is rankt into three parts ; and thoſe into as 
many courts and offices: the ſenſitiue parthath 
its court of Common pleas; the intelle&uall;of 
the Kings Bench ; the ſpirituall (fo to ſpeake) a 
Chancery ; in this court ail cauſes are handled, 
dut ſtill with ſpeciall reference ro God : here ſits 
the Conſcience as Lord Chancellor, the Syme- 
reſts as maſter of the Roles : to this court all che 
powers of man owe and pay ſeruice, till the 
Judge beeither willingly feed,or vnwillingly rc- 
liſted, And this of conſcience, ſtrialy taken. 


Now ſecondly, *cis taken ſomertimemore g#- 7 emis de 
l. ge"alnn . 


nerally, ſometime for the whole court and'pro- 
ceedings of conſcience, by the fathers: ſome- 
ume for the whole ſoule of man, cither f00ping 
B 3 tO 


6 O&*, Pauls Exerciſe. 
ro conſcience, or refleQing vpon it ſelfe : ſo the 
Hebrews cuerz .youncuer fiad that terme (Con- 
ſcience) with them, but (beart, firit.) So loby 
(who moſt abonnds with Hebrailmes)1/f oar heart 
condemne,or condemme 0s not, Thus here the word 
may be vſed,though not neceflarily,& (to ſpeak 
popularly) Pawls heart, ſoule,conſcience ſhal be 
theſame thing. And thus of the ſecond terme, 

The third followeth (witheat offence) it is the 
conſcience that caries the ſoulc, as the foot the 
body, through all waies and weather : therefore 

Saint Pawl would be as chary of this, as the tra- 
uellers of that; Conſcience ſhould not be offen- 
ded, leſt it ſhould offend, Conſcience, as the 
foot (for that isthe alluſion) is then offended, 
when the welfare of it is impeached:the welfare 
of it ſtands in its fit conſtitution, and working, 
or managing of its proper ations: which as 
Fawl deliuers them, <4 ; mY 


1 Knowing. 

2 Wimeltng. 

3 Comforting. 

And now(accidentally)fince the fall, accuſing 
and tormenting, And for its conſtitution, it 
ftands in cleerenefle, tenderneſlequictneſſe,and 
when it is cither ſo blinded or dazeled, ſeared, 
lamed,that it cannot doe its office,then it is {aid 
to be offended. 

The degrees and meanes of this offence may 
not (for haſte) be here inſertedzas time will giue 
leaue, wee will couch vpon ſome anon: in 

meanc 
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meane we now put together, what all this while 
we haue bin ſpclling,and reſume our poiat,thus 
explained, 

Euery Chriſtian muſt be carefully watchfull, 
that his ſoule, ſpirit, orconſcience bee no way 
gricued by fianes, And this for explication : 
tor the time, enough z for the thing, coo little, 


Now follows the proofc, and that is moſt ea- 3. Proxea, 


fie: Firſt, from Pcecept, Aboue all keepings, 
keepe thy heart, ſaith Salomon, Pros, 4. 23. 
Next, from Example; wee haue a cloud of wit- 
nefles,Prophers, Apoſtles, Martyres,who would 
hazard themſelues ypon the angry Scas, Lyons, 
Flames, rather then vpon a diſfpleaſed conſci- 
ence, Thirdly, from Reaſon; Firſt, for Gods 
cauſe we ſhould make much of conſcience,that 
deing his officer, and therein ſtanding the chic- 
feſt of his image, and mans excellency : the per- 
tetion of man is his knowledge ; the perfeCtion 


of knowledge,is * the knowledge therof, which * yþws. 244 


is conſcience, Secondly, for our peace fake, 


conſcience being(as 4#ftes ofren)like a wife,the 44z-in I{al. 


deſt of comforts, if good : the worſt of naughts, 
if bad: for firſt, deale friendly with conſcience, 
and it proucs the beſt of friends,ncxt God; firſt, 
the trueft, that will neuer flatter, but make thee 
know thy ſelfe; ſecondly,the ſureſt, that will ne- 
ver ſtarr,irlies with chee,it ſits with theezit rides 
with thee, it lleeps with thee,'t wakes with thee, 
twalkes with thee, in cuery place, beyond all 
umes, Thirdly, ir is the ſweereſt friend in = 

WOTQC: 
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world: it naturall cheercfulneſſe bee ſo good a 
houſe keeper to a good man, that it feaſts daily 
(as Salomon ſaith) O then what be the bankets 
ofconſcicace, ſanfified and purited ? what 
ioyes thoſe which will carty a man aboue 

f uf volite f ground, & make him forget the beſt of natures 

os ptr comforts > what comforts thoſe which will 

xe7-&c. Tom. 5, Make one ſing vnder the whip, in the ſtocks, at 
theſtake indeſpighe of the fire? what theſtrength 

of conſcience, that can ſooner tire the Tyrant 

than the Martyr? and can carry weake ſtrength 

(as weake as water, as it were) in triumph 
througha world of bonds, rods, ſwords,racks, 

wheecles, flames, ſtrappadoes,and whatſocuer 

elſe? Theſe ioyes be impregnable and vnſpeak- 

able indeed , this peace is vaconceiuable, this 

friend vamatchablez and ſhall ſucha one, (s 

true, ſofaſt, ſo good, beeſlcighted or offended? 

Secondly, offend conſcience,and it will prouc 

as the inmoſt, ſo the vemoſt enemy, Firſt, vaa- 

uoidable, doe what thou canrft thou canſtnot 

ſhake it off ; when thou goeſt, it goes 3 when 

thou flicſt, it runnes ; ftill it cries and raiſes the 

countrey againſt thee,it meets thee in the darke, 

and makes thee leape ; it meets thee in the day, 

and makes thce quake; it meets thee in thy 
dreames,and makes thee ſtarts incuery corner, 

y.Pauſen.n And makes thee thinke eucry buſh to bee a mas, 
Pecos euery man a deuil!, euery deuill a meflenget 
Cnr ſentrocarry thee quicketo hell : thou commeli 


lids. tothy chamber, there conſcience frights _ 
U 
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thoucommelt co the ficld, there it turnes thee ; 
chou turneſt againe,ir croſſes the way vpon thee 
againe z thou turneſt, irturnes; thou crieſt, it 
cries; thou dareſt notcall, if thou didſt, con- 
ſcience feares not company. 

Secondly, vnlufferable, it ſtrips one of all 7 4*2- 4 
comforts at one time: if a ſicke ftomacke will ** = 
make one weary of chaires, beds,meats, drinks, 
friends, all, Oh what will a ſick conſcience doe? 

Next, it puts one to intolerable paines, it 
racks the memory, and makes itrun backward 
twenty yeeres, as /eſephs brethren, and Ariſts- be (a: windifts 
crates in Platarch, yea, it twinges for ſinnes of 
youth, as /# complaines, it racks the vnder- 
ſtanding, and carries ic forward beyond the 

raue, and makes it feele the very birrerneſſe of 
| © and hell, before it ſees them; it racks the 
phancaſic,and makes it ſce ghoſts in men, Lyons 
inchildren , as it is ftoried of ſome, it troubles 
the eye , and makes a murthering Thesdericke ſee Procopin: de bel- 
the face of a man in the mourh ofa Fiſh: it trou- 7 Some: 7 
a bles the eare, and makes a Befſas beare the cry of © 
* W murther in thechactering of birds: itracks all 
the ſenſes quite out of ioynt, and makes a 
Saunders runne over Iriſh mountaines out ofhis Y- I7fit.3riten. 
wits : In ſhort, it ſo oppreſlcs , that ic cauſes the 
ſweating ſoule to cry with David, O my bones p1.;r. 
are broken ; and with Moſer, Who knowes the Pll.go. 
pewer of thy wrath ? And to ioyne with Salo- 
wes, A wounded conſcience who can beare? ***** 
what man? whac T who vnder _ 

ay, 


10 $*, Paul's Exerciſe. 


Nay, this ſtroke vpon the ſoule (ſeparate from 
all fin) drew from the Lox v of life thoſe (ad 
cries, My God my Gol, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
That which thouſand taunts,ten thouſand racks 
could not haue done, this one alone apprehen. 
ded, and felr, wreſtcd from him : and ſhall ſuch 
a thing as this, fo ncere, fo great a neighbour be 
offended ? 

Wee haue done with proofes, wee now ap- 
ply. Wherein firſt, ſhall we chide or weepe, to 
ſee the wickednefle of theſe times, and the inh- 
pite diſtance twixt Pasl and vs? O Pasl,thou art 
almoft alone; thou ſtudicdſt conſcience, wee of 
this age craft: chou didſt gage thineownc, wee 
other mens : thy care was to pleaſe conſcience, 
wee the times: thine to walk cuenly before God 
and man, ours to ferue our ſclues on both : thou 
cucry.where waſt for conſcience, wee almoſt no 
where : thou -wouldſt ſee conſcience take no 
wrong, now witout-reaſons it,wealth out-faces 
it, money out-buies it, might ouer-matches it, 
all vnder-yalue ir, 

; Itsa wonderfdi thing, that ſo rich a Pcarle 
ſhould bee ſo cheape, ſo rarea thing, ſo com- 
monly ſold : ſurely markets are wondrous dead 
for conſcience, cucry man is readier te ſell than 
to buy, andrtopur off yponany rates ; for (ite 
pence a man willlye,for ſix-pence he will ſteale, 
for fix-pence hee will ſweare : yea, in ſome 
cauſcs and Hals you may haue twelue conſcien- 

ces faronedinner. 'O Conſcience, _” not 
| "2 ſilence 


= _ 5% am. ea. 


ſilence at this, know thy place, doe thy office; 
cry,now thou art among Schollers, Tradeſinen, 
lurers, Lawyers, Patrons, Landlords, Iudges; 
cry againſt thoſe houſes which diſcommon 
thee, againſt choſe ſhops which ſell thee, thoſe 
Patrons which keepe out thee, thoſe Pleaders 
which purſe thee, thoſe Iurers which ſtretch and 
racke thee, thoſe Iudges that diſgrace and hang 
thee, 

If any of any ſort named be now within ken- 
ning, thou knoweft him, goe, attach him,ſhake 
him, binde him oucr to Chrifts Afſizes; if nor, 
yet ſend word by theſe roſucha one, that thou 
wilt haue him alive or dead before thy maſter, 
As for thoſe which doubt of Conſcience, as the 
Cymmerians did of the Sun,8& ſcorne all religi- 
on as if it were buc ſuperſtitiong ariſe,O conſci- 
ence, ypon them, thunder, lighten flaſh flames, 
and whole hells into their eyes and hearts, ill 
they cry, O Conſcience, hold thy hand, 

As for you preſent,be intreated to two things; 
Firſt, ralke with your hearts alone, aud in caſe 
conſcience be angry with you once, agree, elſe 
never ſafe; nor ficld, nor towne, nor bed, nor 
boord, nor life, nor death,nor depth, nor graue 
can render you ſecure, 

Conſcience ſpeakes nor ſtill indeed, but ſtill ir 
writes, and when it ſces its time, twill read its 
bils ; 1tems, ſach a time a lye, from ſuch a man a 


bribe, with ſuch aoneadulrery, &c, O prevent 


theſe reckonings thus ; Firſt,cohifeſle thy debts, 
C 2 thy 
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thy finne, and reuerſe thine owne doings, with 
ſome Martyrs, Secondly, ſprinkle the bloed of 
Chriſtvpon thy Couſcience, hide thy finne in 
his wounds, the onely place exempt from this 
Officer, 

O but my debts ſinke me. 

O bur if Chriſt be thy Surety,he can pay more 
than thou canſt owe, © bur I dare not ſee his 
face, Conſcience doth ſo cry, Ay but the blood 
of Chriſt ſpeakes berter than the blood of 
Abel : that cries, The blood of a Brother is 
ſhed, Vengeance: Chriſts, The blood of a Sa- 
uiour is ſhed, Pardon, O bur you little thinke 
how monſtrous my finnes bee. Yea, but I know 
that if wee confeſſe with broken hearts, the 
blood of Chriſt ſhall cleanſe from all ſinne, and 
calme the Conſcience, as /enah did the Scas, 

Secondly, be of Pawls minde ; Firſt, fer con» 
fcienceat a high price, conſider what it will bee 
worthin the day of trouble, of death, of iudge- 
ment z weigh what the price of Conſcience 
would bein hell, if men might buy their peace, 
and thereafter rate it; and reſolue to beg, ſtarue, 
burne, dye ouer a thouſand deaths to ſauc Con- 
ſciences life, 

Next, vie Paul; meancs, looke to God, and 
man, For God; Firſt (with Paul) wee muſt bc- 
lecue what is written; Faith and Conſcience are 
embarked in the ſame ſhip, 1 Tim, r. 5. 6 3-9- 
Hereſfte is a ſelfe condemning finne. ome 
wee muſt profeſſt what is belecued ; conceale- 


ments 
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ments and zquiuocations before a Iudge, will 
ſhake for the time, a Bilwey or Crawmer z but will V.Prefice to 


make a Spyra or Hoſfme to roare, Thirdly, wee "ay his 


muſt praiſe whats profeſſed, conſcience can- 
not abide either halfing, or halting, 

Secondly, for man; It we haue giuen our voice 
or hand againſt the innoccnt (with Saint Pasl) 
wee mult retract it, and though we haue wron- 
ged a Martyr (as he Saint Stephen) repentance 
will procure a pardon, Sccondly, hereafter, 
our life (with his) muſt be, firſt, faire ſecondly, 
fruitfull: and when wee thus procure things ho- 
neſt before God and man, man cannot, conſci. 
ence muſtnor, God willnot once condemnevs. 
This the general, 

Now we hane ſoine ſpeciall errands yet tode- 
liver; Firſt, to you of lower rankez Doe you 
fland in the face of iudgment this day, with 
Pauls conſcience, In private, you would ſeeme 
licke of the Countreyg you ſigh at miſcariages, 
that the common horſe is no better ſadled: 
make good theſe priuate whiſperings by publik 
verdits and endirements, elſ{c I ſhall hold you 
{landerers, You know your charge: is any 
thing amiſſe in waies, fields, townes, tenants, 
landlords, Recuſants, officers of any ſort? now 
ſpeake, now commence it, ſpare none. What? 
Shall I endite my friend ? No, nor foe ncither, 
valeſſe conſcience binde thee z if, preſent him 
waateuer he be : VVhat, aneighbour ? ancigh- 
dour,a kinſman 2 a kinſman, a Iuſtice? a Iuſtice, 

C 3 my 
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my Landlord > thy Landlord, Nay, Ile rather 
loſe my Iflues, O baſeneſſe, whar ſaid the hea- 
Zenein Plat, of then toſuch a daſtard? Is not hee afraid to ap. 
— — peare in a bad cauſe?and feareſt thou in a good? 
"_ And againe, if thou thus fearealampe, how 
wiltthouſtand before the Sun ? Ay, but I dwell 
in his houſe : What then ?reſfoluc as the Canta. 
Plut. vb ſupra. brians to Anga/ius, Though my houſe & land be 
yours, yet whilſtI breathe, [ wil be nonebur mine 
owne,andGods.Burl cannor live without him; 
bur thou canſt dye without him:and tis betterts 
dye a thouſand deaths,than ro ſtab one Conſci. 
ence.No moreto you,but Eljabs farewel to Nu 
men,who had the likethorn-in his foot z what 
uer becomes of your places,or eftares,ſowalke, 
ſo goe, as may be for your peace: for ſo thinke 
the words may truly be read, the original haui 
.E 5 not 2:thog theſe I grant be oftE Confoundel 
2 ext, to you of higher ranke I hauc a dow- 
ble ſpit; Firſt , chat you will haue ſome mgrcy 
on other mens conſciences;next, on your owne, 
For the firſt, my meaning is, not to plead for 
the conſcience of any,cither Familiſt,or Sepata- 
tiſt, leaſt of all for Hawwoes fation,which wil not 
bee tamed, I meane the Papiſts, theſe cry out 
V. Epiftle o (I know) of money-lawes, of bloody-lawes, 
Engliſh perſc» bloody Iudges, bloody Preachers, bloudy pro- 
mo" ceedings againſt poore conſciences, But what ( 
wonder) hath ignorance, idolatry, wilfulneſſ, 
treachery to doe with Conſcience ? Had I time, 
I thinkeT could prouc, that Popery hath _ 
hy 
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the ſoreſt enemy that cuer conſcience met with- 
all in the Chriſtian world : whether doArines,or 
diſpenſarions, or medicines,or practiſes be con= 
ſidered, But howſocuer, an erraneous con{ci- 
ence cucr bindes: $0 Bellarmine dcliners it as an 
axiom, bur better Schollers than Belarmine will " 
not bee ſo generall, ſo confident; they diſtin» 
guiſh, and indeed, nceds mult z I cannot now 
diſpute: for our purpoſe this may ſuffice, 
Firſt, ignorance is not conſcience, which cucr 
implics ſcience, 
Secondly, Conſcience hath no power to bind 
of it ſelfe, but, what it deriues from ſome word ; 
and where the word binds mce ( for the pur- 
ſe) to come to Church, Conſcience cannot 
inde to the contrary, 
Thirdly,: there is no word that makes conſci- 
encethe rulc of faith, and life &mply, but as it 
»well informed, It is ſomewhat thats (aid in 
the Schooles,an erroneous conſcience may ſuf- 
ice to ſinne, but not to vertue : and well it may 
| WI b5, that ji may entanglelike a commonBatret- 
tor, but in proper {peech itcannot binde, ceſpe- 
cially when a third waylics open,and wilfulnefle ;-, 4,,, ;2. 
willnot cake it, as it is in ſomeReculants, Tou- 50 
ching theſe 1 wiſh they, might,bee firſt privately 
conuinced; next, publikely compelled,ed media 
hci; & (oleauing them, I cotmmeto thoſe of who 
[was ſpeaking amongſtour ſclues. There bee of 
Penis faich,who hauc not Pauls conſciencezſome 
lowicked,that for a need theilc ſweare that, theit cic. pro Milore. 
ot foc was at Rome, and /wteramne, both 
at 
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at once : ſome ſo weake, that for a great Cland;. 
« theil firſt dreame, and then ſivcarec their 
dreames be true. Of theſe (if knowen) the one 
ſort would be affrighted from an oath, the other 
heartened to performances, Let it bee Anti- 
chriſts finne, to fit cuen in this walkiag temple 
alſo (Conſcience) and ſo to terrifiemen, that 
they dare not liue, nay dic (as it is ſaid of one) 
without leaue: doe not any of you menace be- 
fore hand, or frowneafter, when a Iurer, wit- 
neſſe, Conſtable, officer, hath ſaid or donebut 
conſcience: if hee doe, conſcience marke him, 
frowne vpon him, purſue him as fiercely, as hee 
doth his poore brother cruelly. 

Laſtly (with $.Pas/)be fauourable to your own 
conſciences, And here, as you muſt keepethe 
Philoſophers diet: to faſt from ſinne; ſo chiefly 
from theſe three; firſt, from ſianing againft your 
pr_ of-cruft: ſecondly, againſt your oaths 

: thirdly,againſt humanity,eſpecially a mu} 
titude : all which being againſt the lawes of the 
land, of nations, of nature, of God, cannot 
chuſe but be moſt wrongful ro conſcience, And 
hereis that which coucherh all our freeholds: | 
wil begin at home, leſt I ſeeme partial, 1 7#to, 
you haue a great charge, and withall a great ad 
vantage, a whole pariſh, lordſhip, countrey,d* 
oceſſe contracted into a few youths z keepe 3 
goed conſcience towards God and man in dil 


charging your truſt, and ficting your chargefo! 
Secondh, 
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Secondly, we in the Afinifery are in places of 
cruſt, the Golpell is commiitred to vs, as to S- 
Paal; O happy wee, if wee can ſay after him, 
We preachuot as pleaſing men,bur God which 
trics the heart : wee are men of conſcience, let 
: conſcience rule and maſter vs;haue we charges 
when they pay for theirdier after a hundred a 
yeere, let Conſcionce tell vs, that five a yeere in 
conſcience will bee tos little, Arewee inthe » 
Pulpit 2 bring Conſcience thither , and loſcir = 
got there, let Conſcience chooſe the Text, pen 
the Sermon zand if (with Chryſoffome) wee hauc 
once been carried with applauſe, now let vs de- 
light in cheir repenting, and our owne conſci- 
ence, 
Thirdly, P azrows, you are farre entruſted with 
the Churches goods, her portion lies in your 
hands ; Landlords ye bee,butnot Churchlords; 
are but executors,nay feoffces only in truſt; 
you muſt haue a fee for paying a duc hr ie 
isnotan apocryphall competency that will top 
conſcience mouth : Be not deceiued(ſaith Saint 
tail ) inthis caſc,' God is not meckedy mens 
ſoules were bought with blood, they will not be 
ſold better cheape ; ct not the priceof blood 
com® into.your common treaſury;ſ{ct not ſoules 
and ſchollars en crying,we cannot live for want 
of teaching, nor wee teach for.wanc of liuing, 
this will not prove comfort one day, 
Fourthly, Zieutenants, you bee in places of 
uſt, curge Theaters ioto Artillery yards with 
D Pyrrbas, 
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ces giuento the poore,tothe honeſt, ts the lear- 
ned, not toſonnes of worſhip, of honour, not: 
I know you are -importuned with letters, but 
would you fend Confſeicnec rothe Court with 
ſupplication, I doubrnot bur that you ſhould 
recciue that order that 4m iorhas once made, 
Thar if Letters came from him of his Nobles, 
to the preiudice of the Common good, his ſub- 
ies ſhould pocket them as wnwirtingly 
written, 

6 As tor youthat noware, and others that 
hereafter ſhall de Sherifſes, I beſeceh you know 
your _= your oath; looke to vnder-officers 
that they abuſc not poore men with cxaQions, 
and executions; the countrey with talefſes and 
other exorbitances; Jookro-yonder Caſle(your 
charge for the time)ſee what order is there kept, 
whi (iffame lye nor) mare than cor- 
reds: looke ypon thoſe poore ſoules, which p 

any 
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pion wnfireadye as to live, for want of in. 
iong and ler tence perſwade you to 
take ſorne publike and ſetled courſe for thema- 
mongſ your ſelues, 

Souenthly, and touching you(much honou- 
red Iuftices and Gemtlemen) no more bur fo, vill 
I cometoa ludges daty; youare ſworne men, 
[ beſcech you peruſe your oath : and it you heed 
nota Piatarch ora Plazy, which cry ſhamevpon 
thoſe Magiſtrates thac will fit by the fire, or bee 
in the ficld withreapers, whenthey ſhould be on 
the bench, &caft more co end the Seffions, than 
toamend faults; yerfearethat double cannon 
which Gods word diſcharges the negli- 


gent, Curſe ye Meroſh, which will nor come to ludg. x. 
helpe the Eng z and curſed ,,._, 
e 


dec hee that he worke of the Locd negli- 
gently,and with-holds rhe ſwerd. 

Generally, all yee that are more publike and 
eminent, remember you are Chriſtians,you are 
men:ſay as good Nehewiahcouching your poore 


tenants, brethren, vnderlings, they are our fleſh 11.1, ;. 


and our brethreny if you ſtiffen your ſelues a- 
gainſt their cries, when they lic at your foor as 
loſepb at his beethrens, Obrother 2wd4h, helpes 
why, brother Zea; why, brother Zebules, all or 


ſome pitty mez know that a-time ſhall come, 
when Conſcience ſhall cry ypea you, and you 

ypon God; butall invaine; : + | - 
Eightly, -] end with you, Reuerend /#dges : 
veto 
2 en, 
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both, hee, and he alone muſt be I 
Your perſons [ neither know, nor touch :,wit 
your Conſcience my bufineſle is tis, Tomind 
chem,that they may mind yon of, firſt, your plas 
ces, and fecondly, your oaths. 
For the firſt, your place (in ſumme) is very 
ublike, and your rencread ſclues muſt be whol. 
ly publike z you catnot your owne bread, poſ- 
ſc{ſe not your owne ſeat, ſwallew not your own 
ayre;you may not here know your owne friends, 
owne your owne words, thoughts, breath, bur 
loſeyour ſclues in the common cauſe, as rivers 
theirnames-in the maine Ocean. Particularly, 
the Lord honours you with theſc titles. Firſ 
you are termed Shzelds,your place is to ſtand be- 
tweene God and the people ; and by timely cen- 
ſuring knowne ſinnes, and — for 1 
knowne, to keepe publike plagues and the land 
apart; your office is to plucke the ſpoile our of 
the teeth of the mighty, as 196 did; and tobe- 
ride your poore brother, when hee is ſtricken 
downe. Alas, Iuſtice wil! fall im the ſtreets, and 
ſwound atthe barre, if you doe nor ſupport her; 
a poore man cannot be a conſtant Tearmer,and 
retaine halfeadozen L:7wyersar once : hee can 
buy beggery withas litcle coſt, and lefſe paines 
athome, andrtherefore heods his people ; Hus 
_ (ith — farber (faith the child) let 
all goe, ter vs hue rogether tho wee ſtarve 
ther + did abut orhotrerderhitare thei 
ſome familics at the beginning and ending of 
rearmes, 
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rearmes, by occaſionof tedious ſuits, your 
hearts would bleed, Next, you are rearmed 
Heires of reſtraimt ; ſtand for your inheritance , ludg.'8.7. 
and(what you may)reſtrain multirudes of ſuits, 
dclaies in ſuits frowne ypon thoſe Athenians, 
who will neuer heare of peace, till they bee (as 
he ſaid) clothed with blacke 3 vpon thoſe quar- 
relling Ammonites, that rake amongſt the ludg. :1. 
moths(as one ſpeakes)for a title that was rotten 
three hundred years before: frowne vpon thoſe 
Tertulluſſes, ka carenot what the cauſe bee,ſo 
the fee bee good : frowne vpon the drunkards, 
ſwearcrs, and other Bclialiſts of this age,” and 
botches of the ſtare ; and as your place is, /udg. 
18. put them to ſhame. 

Thirdly, you arecalled Healers: would God £3. 
you would go to the quicke, and heale our brea- 
ches in the cauſes thereof, The Countrey is ficke 
of ſuperſtition, idlenefle, vacleanneſle, thefts, 
and the like: bur whence the diſcaſe? that would 
de thought vpon : the idle iswhipr,burwho ſers 
him on worke? the vncleane ſeruant is puniſhr, 
but who pirties him for mariage? the ignorant 
scenſured, but who teaches him >the wanderer 
is paid for roauing, but who pald downe his 
houſe > poore men indited for eating of ſheep, 
but whoendires ſheepe for cating of men ? the 
lawrakes order for all (you will ſay) weeread 
enacted, would we could fee it executed. 

Next, as you mult begin at the cauſe, ſo pro- 
ceed in order : heale the greateſt breaches. Ile 
D.3 name. 
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name butonein the Stace, twoin the Church; 


and1I would you wereas able, as I preſume you 


are willing tomake chem vp. 


The firit is a decay, not of huſbandry, butof 


huſbandmen : twas once the ſaying, That the 
Husbandry and Yeomanry of England were the 
frecſi men in the world: buc if all paiments and 
emploiments be rolled vpon them, whilſt Land- 
lords encroche& Vſurers go tole-free,the whole 
body will be leane, when the belly is ſo lanke, 
For the Charch there be two maimes, which 
would my blood conld cure, The farlt is, the 
milplacing of Church liuings:which once made 
improper, run too often into Papiſts hands,who 
hauc wit cnough to defeat law , and to preſenta 
Clerke that is blinde and poore enough, The 
ſecond is the paring of other Church liuings. 
Men may ral mgre..4 pleaſure of the pride and 
idleneſle of the Clergic ( neither of which, 
where either is found, ſhall by me be defended) 
but this Lam ſure of, by reaſon that now and 
then (ir is butnow and then) a peece of gold is 
putinto my hands to gtue a Scholler: ſumemen 
who can be charged with neither, haue ſcarce 
any bookes inthe ſtudie, any bread in the cub- 
boerd: and (that which is worſe) there is ſcarce 
a countrey Preacher that hereafter will breed 
his childe a Scholler ; partly becauſche cannot, 


> wo nay 0 deare: 
e ſecs no liuing can be had without the loſſe of 
wo the deareſt things, liberty — 
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theworld hath found a remedy to helpe all this: 
firſt, ler thens nor'marry : ſecondly, let them 
teach ſchoole, Heare O ye heauens, and bluſh 
ar theſe anſwers : thar which is granted (ro wit, 
maintenance and marriage) — ore . 
Taifor, Tapſter, Cobler, thats deniedto Chrifts 
Amb.ffador, becauſe hee is an Ambaſſador : 
he muſt nor live, vnleſſe hee will peece two ſuch 
callings together as will breake a backe of 
ſiecle, * 

Fourthly, you aretermed Fhers: dire&t you ; 
——_— , but all in loue, A hea» » 
lay, 


then man cou 
to a beaſt in his dearth, much more to a man in 
a Chriſtian ſtare, Tis rruc, when God bids (lay, 
— hypocrific to ſparc z but yer 
mercy muſt bee in the heart, when iuſtice is in 
the hand , anda Iudge muſt ſmite a ſinner, as 
loſbus did Acbew, as a father his child, with a 
weeping cic and feeling heart, - © 


that mercy muſt be ſhewen 


Laſt'y, you are rearmed gods: © God hath fer ch11//. ina#, 


yowin his chaire, kent you hisname ; and when }7: 


Plal. 82. 


| WH wecome tothe Hall, wee come to feeand heare 
the Lord in you: Oh remember whoſe perſon 
youſuſtaine, ſo walke that you may honour hin? 
and your ſelues both in one, VWhenthe rude 
Soldiers ſaw the Senators ar Rome fit grauely 
n their Robes, they held them gods: but-fo 
loone as one grew waſpiſh,anddiſcouered him- 
eſte, they rooke them for men, deſpiſed, ſpoi- 
led them, It witt bee ſo with all Magiſtrates, ſo 
long 
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longas they hold themſclues to grauity, iuſti 

mu they will bee honoured as gods ; hy 
once they diſcouer the fearcs, paſſions , par- 
rialities of men, they grow jato contempt 
cuen with cheir fricnds, as Taci{w notes of Tibe- 
ries bis flatterers : mans heart knowes not how 
ro reuerence any thing but Gods image; where 
this is darkened, mens tongues and pens will be 
bold with the greateſt. Thus theſtoric ſpeakes 
of Clandixs, a very moderate and painfull [y- 
ſtice 3 buc then his wife and ſcruants rurnd him 
round : of Ye/peſian, a worthy Iudge, that could 
in judgement forget priuate offences; butthen 
he was too couetous: of Alexender,a greatman, 


| of great parts; but then a kinſwoman could 


make him partiall: and againe, hee was fillin 
haſte; and if Deaid himſclfe giue ſentence rather 
running than ſitting,a hundred to one he miſca- 
ries inthe matrer of Aephrboſbeth : yea, thiswee 
ſee in Pilate him(ſelfe , a man willing to have all 
well, but too timorous z when once that thuts 
derclap came, You are not C eſarsfriend,downe 
falls che Iudge , and for the keepiug of one, lol 
three friends, God, Conſcience, andC aſs too. 
Ir is then a diſgrace to the Tudge, notto ſampk 
his Lord; but.to God himlſelfe an infinite diſho 
nour, when his excellencics (ball be concealed, 
and bimſclfe preſented to the world, a paſie 
nate, fearefull, corrupe, varightIudge. 
Itis(you know my Lords,a great {inne tob*- 
ly a man in publike z but to cortwpt a 
c 
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cords, to peruert his words, to make Gods 
mouth oa the Bench to condemne the inno- 
cent, to commend the wicked, or Gods hand ro 
a& iniuftice, this will make Conſcience cry, 

Now then (O yee viſible Gods)! receive your 
charge from {eboſaphet his mouth, Takebeed.the , ©, 
| | wan; hee reſpeasno per- AF 
ſons, recciues: ao gifts, | God is the ſubſtance, 43 
you but lines and the ſuperficies , which 
moues onely as rhe body moues them: you muſt 
receiue your fromfim ; what God ſaith, 
you muſt ſay 5 whatheedoth , you muſt dee; 
what hee abhorres, you muſt ſhun :hce reſpes 
- none, nor rich, nor _ nor friend, nor fo ; 
nomore mult you : he receineth no gift,by him- 
ſelfe, nor his man Ekjeb, nor his mans man Ge- 
befie, without _— no more muſt you. Looke 
ypon him your Judge, vpon your age, (your 
confidence as well ag S9/aws 7) ypon your oath, 
which is ſo firit : looke vpon your Conſcience, 
and let the peace thereof be your friend, gold, 
fuer, all, as Zuffew ſpeakes. Andſo if youdoe, ,,,., 
weproclaime another Afſiſes, and doe you ro 


for your encouragement, that if you 
can lay with Saint P a#6, Taboar(Qilt abou) fo 
conſcience (my owne Conſcience) wid of 
, (all offence) cowerds all perſons, in all can- 
; you ſhall! haue Paws boldnefſe before men, 
his comfort in death , his honour after with & 
men, cyer with Ged, before, at, after that his 
ncobeleldby kb Sen baſes two _ 

oO 
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AcTsS 24.16. 
And berein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe to baue al 


Taies 4 4a voyde of offence to- 


and toward men. 


ward Go 


He words read were vtte- 
red by Paul , the place 
where , was te Czlarea, 
FP the iudgement hall : 
the time when, when Ter- 
tullus the Orator had made 
A 2 birter inuectiue againſt 
"IG him; the manner how, by 
way of Apologic and Dc fence , being deepely 
landered. The order of them is thus: 2. hee 
A 2 wipes 


7 Pauls (mfidence, 


wipes away the Lawyers aſperlions in particular, 
3. giues account of his life in the ll, 
Ra Rocte here lyes our buſineſle at this time) 
he doth two things, 1. he giues vs a ſumme of his 
Faith, ver/e 14-15. 2+ of his Life, 16. In point 
of Faith and Profeſſion Pau/ and wee agree, in 
Life & PraQice we are far wide; & therefore we 
will dwell vpon that this houre. This verſe then 
containes the briefe and map of ?#ls lite, where 
firſt note his ation exerciſe) Secondly, the ſub. 
jet of it, Paals ſelfe , Thirdly, the obieR of it, 
bis conſeience .. Fourthly , the endof-ir, to haue 
it voyde of offence in all cales , rowards all per- 
ſons. 

For the Firſt, Paw! doth, as Sz/omon bids him, 
ſer his bones ro worke, and all his ſtrength. Time 
hee ncither idles nor {leights, but vſes both dili- 
gence; $kill and conſtancy rogether; forall theſe 
are wrapt vp in his word. 

For the Second, He thought it beſt kusbandry 
rotill his owne ground, beſt policie to bee wile 
for himſelfe, and rokeepe home , and therefore 
he rakes him(ſclfe ro taske, and becomes his owne 
Phylitian. 

And in the third place, becauſe tis as good doe 
nothing as nothing to the purpoſe , he makes 
choyce of a £ood ſubie ro worke vpon {conſci- 
ewce,) Conſcience isa thing much ralked of , but 
little knowne, and yer lefle praQiiſed than vnder- 
Rood, I meane not a ſchoole Lecure,or Philoſo- 

; phicall 


Pauls Confidence. — K 
icall Diſcourſe, yer muſt [expound my Text. 
Fine is conſidered two wayes z cnrwa by 
Philoſophers, another way by Diuines, Philoſe, 
phy and naturall Learning bring vs thus farre ac- 
quainred with the nature of Conſcience: i. the 
Maſters hereof (for the moſtpart of them) make 
the ſoulea building conliſting of many roomes, 
ſome higher, ſome lower , whereof the higheſt is 
the vaderſtanding. This vnderſtanding is either 
ſpeculative , containing ſome generall notions 
and principles of truth ;-or practicall, containing 
the like principles and axiomes of good things : 
for at the firſt there were (nay ſtill there are) ſome 
__ principles, belonging panly ro know- 
, partly ro practice, leftin the ſoule of man, 
Now to this latter, belungs (in their indgement) 
Conſcience,whole office is to reaſon and diſcourſe; 
andtherfore belongs to the vnderſtanding : And 
ts worke lyes abour that which is good or bad, 
atleaſt doable z and therefore belongs to that 
part or reſpe of the vnderitanding which is rer- 
med practicall. 

In this, thereis conſiderable, 7. the nature, 
2.the working of Conſcience, The nature; ſothey 
coaceit of it,as of a natural! facultic in the vnder- 
ſtanding onely or chiefly. For the working, it ac- 
compliſhes irs awne operations, and-drivesthem 
to an iſſue by diſcourſe, thus ; That which 1 
would nothaue doneto mee, I muſt not doeto 
others ; I would not haue wrong done tomee; 
A a therefore 
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therefore &c. This concluſion, is a concluſion of 
Conſcience ; & forthe premiſles they haue intheir 
diſtin diſcourſes feuerall rermes : but of them 
cnough. 
2 For Diuines , We may diſtinguiſh theminto 
rwo fourmes : i. ſome are pen men of holy Writ, 
{ome only ot private bookes. Theſe latter are not 
ſo attentiue to the terme as to the thingzand ther- 
tore they call ſometimes the power of ſo reaſ9- 
ning, ſomrimes the whole reaſon and ſyllogiſme, 
ſomerimeseach propoſition apart, ſomerimethe 
cfteR and conſcqueat following ſuchan applica- 
tion and concluſion, by the name of Conſcience, 
But now come tothe inſpired Prophets and A- 
poltles,andrhere the word is vicd(as other words 
ot like nature in like cafes ate)two waics, 1. more 
{triFly and properly,when tis ioyned with other 
Cic. pro tacultices of the foule, as Ti#.1.15. 17, 1.5. 
Cluen. 4+: 10 the firſt ir is differenced fromthe minde,inthe 
conſcientian: [ater from the will, z.More largely,whed tis put 
went noſtre alone; and {o ir ſtands forthe whole hearr, ſoule 
Ee. and ſpirit working inwardly vpon it ſelfe by way 
of reflexe. Sorthe Hebrewes generally ſpakegma- 
king heart, ſpirit, ſuule,conſcience, all one,clpeci- 
ally therwo tormer, So Jeb» ſpeakes in his firſt 
Epiſtle. Thus the word is here vſcd,bcing reter- 
red both ro God and man. Peas conicience, 
hearr, and ſpirit, ſound one and the ſamerhing in 
this place ; the difference at the molt is bur iarhe 
manner of confidering, a 
c 
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Paul: Confidence. 5 
Well; what would P4x/ with his conſcience ? 
he would haue it vorar of offence : he wouldgoe 
an end in the waics of God, withour halting, 
without ſtumbling , forthars his allufion. A wiſe 
Traveller, ina rough way, is loth ro offend his 
foor,)cſt that offend him : Peu/ is the ſame for his 
exnſcience, by no meanes would hee wound thar, 
leſt that ſhould wound him. Hence his ſtudie to 
keepe his Conſcience vo1de of offence ': Offence | 
ay, firſt paſſiue: whereby his ſpirie mightbe grie- 
ved ; ſecondly, ative : whereby his ſpirit might 
oricue either him(ſelfe or others vnſeaſonably . 
This was his ſtudy, &thus inoffenſiue & ſtraight 
hee would bee with all perſons (God and Man) (o 
that his Conſcience ſhould not bee vpon him for 
with cirher,and(in all caſes,by all means, 


naxhineg a his word may indifferently bee 49-996, 


conſtrued. Thus lined Pau/ at laſt, who was ſo 
wilde at firſt ; why ſhould we deſpaire, hauing 
the lameChirurgians Bur of the Words io much. 
NowfotTnſtructions : your ſelues ſee many, ler 
me cottitfiend the maine vnto you, and binde vp 
Wlinthis one. 
De. Chriſtians muſt have a ſpeciall care of 
themlclues, that they doe not in any thing offend 
their 0Wne conſciences. To keepe the conſcience 
tro offence and hurt, muſt be the taske of cucrie 
Saint. Looke how charic a proude woman is of 
cauie, a wiſe man of his eye, a weake man 

of his ſtomacke ; ſo*(and much more than ſo ) 
ſhould 
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(ould 2 Chriftian man be carefull of his conſci. 
encc,of his heart. Will you precept for this ? $4 
lamon ſpcakes home, Pre. 4.2 3. 4boue all watching, 
watch the heart E&rc. That's the rower that com- 
mands,and Conſcience is one of the Tewels thats 
there lodged. Will you example? One Paw is 
ſufficient : Hee was once averſe enough, but after 
conuerſion { in point of faith) hee was all for 
Cariſt, (in point of life) all tor conſcicace,e. 24. 
Heb.13.18, Will you reaſons 2 There arcenow 
both forthe one andthe other , namely for hee- 
ding ,the conſcience firſt; and cach man his owne 
next. For the firſt, we will out of manie cull but 
two real0ns, 

Rea/,1. Giue theconſcience content and ref, 
and it will pay theea hundred fold, and prouets 
thec,(nextro Godits Maſter )the greateſt friend 
1a the world : .1. the trucſt fricnd z whereaso 
thersare ſometimes roo ſhort in reproofes, ſome- 
timein comforts, murter znd will not ſpeake out, 
bur thinke more than theyle ſay, and-ſay,moreto 
others chanto thy face rhis friend Conſcience(it 
thou deale fricndly with it ) will deale fricndly 
with thee. This will round thee in the care,and 
ſay, This is well, howeuer itbc taken ; 8& thertore 
be not diſcouraged : this is naught , howcuer ap 
plauded or painted;it is ſtark ſtaringnaught, pride 
hypocrilt-, &c.thcrefore amend. Ah (brethren!) 
asno friend lycs ſoneere vs , and can ſound vs10 
well ascoulcicnce, ſo none Will deale {o pany 

vv 


8 22 te OY, renee 


Pants Confidence. 
with vs,iEwedoe not offends. | 

2 Contcicacc is the faſteſt friendin the world. 
Others goe and come, and ſtand afarre off, now at 
hand,now 1 know not where ; but conſcience is 
no ſtarter,its never from our fides, our of our bo- 
ſomes : it rides withvs,ir fits with vs,itlyes with 
vs,it ſlceps,it wakes with vs : & as it canſay much 
from God and of vs, (o it will if not offended. 

3 The fweetcſt friend in the world. Agood 
cheerfull hearr(ſairh' S&/omon)is 2 Continuall feaſt, 
Ohtheng ſatisfied and pacified conſcience, what 
is that? what ioyes bc thoſe which will carrie a 
man out of the carth, and make him ſay, Though 
[have wife, children, friends , wealth, hou 
healch, caſe, honour;&c. after my owne heart, yer 
theſe are nothing ro my contentments within £ 
What ioies thoſe that will make one fing vader 
the 'Whippe , at the Stake , in the F e 
Oh.Conſcience, thou haſt a ſpeciall gift in.com- 
forting, that canſt make the patient laugh when 
the ſpeators weepe z and carrie traile fleſh lng- 


- 


ing and reioycing through a world of bonds, * 
A TIE nes þ 's! 
theſe ioyes be ſtrong , vnſpeakeable indeed, rhis | 


peace paſsing mans vnderſtanding &c. Phil. 4. 
4. The {ureſt' friend. in the world. Other 
iends loue not to.come to a {icke mans bedde 

de, or it {o, oy abide to heare his 

+ ge ſec a dead manzat the moſtthey can bue 

w one to the : but Conſcience will 
wake ones edn fickneſſe, and cauſe bim wy 
B 
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the ſofter; will ſtand by him when he groanes, 
and-dve him comfort , will hearten him vpon 
death, when its comming ; and ſay, Thy Redee- 
mer liveth, will whiſper ro him whendeparting, 
and fay, Thy warfarc is accompliſhed; will 
the bodie in grave 2$inabed ; mannethe foulery 
heauen, make him able to looke God in the 
face without any terrour : Sofaſt a friend is this, 
that when riches , husband, parents, fri 
breath, life ; nay, patience, hope, Fairh, haue 
vs,in ſome meaſure, this will nor leaue vs. 
would not ſucha friend,/a friend {orrue, firme, 
kinde, ſure, be much made of ? ſhall fuch a one 
be , | 
Keaf. 2. The conſcience offeridedpbecomes the 
ſoreſt enemie. The greateſt friends-are bitereſt 
foes when once diuided; no wats to ciuill.redo- 
meſtica}l warres. T he neererthe worſe : andthe 
conſciente is necreſt, and thereforc(if an enemy) 
orthiren dab 
r this enemy is, r. vnauoydable, Others may 
be kept off with ſtrength, or put off with skill: 
bur ſo will Hoc confeience ; no barres, no boks, 
. ho bulwarkes, can keepe that fromthy table, thy 
bed. Belſbezz8r may ſooner keepe outtefithou- 
fand Medes,thanone conſcience ; That will paſſe 
throughalthis Officers ro his Preſence , and in 
the face of his Nobles and Concubines arreſt 
him, and ſhake him in deſpight of his ſecuritie, 
Nor. will this warchfull Otficer be bobd mw / 
bu 
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? , 
bundle of diſtiaQians and enakions. When God 
ſers it 0n worke, it marcheth furiouſly like /ebs, 


berrer tex bis conſcience. For no Diuell 
knowes thar'by me, which I'doe by my felfet 
And the conſcience ſhallhaue hearing: when che 
Diael ſhall norzfor conſcience is the Kings Solli- 
citor, and (peakes forthe great King, 
-/.2« This enemnic is vndufferable : ir trips vs at 
oneſtroke of all other comfort. A fickeftomack 
makes one wearie of his bed , chaire, chamber, 
houſe, meats, drinks ; yea, that meatec that be- 
tore much pleaſed, now encreaſeth his ſickneſſe : 
Sodoth a ficke conſcience; it takes away the rel- 
lihof all naturall comforts, of all ſpicituall ex- 
erciles and ordinances ; and makes one a bur- 
þ 1 a_ to himlclfe. - it + ne full 
vnhappinefſe, A wounded fpirir 
whocan beare-* the Stone, Goute, Strangury, 
whocan beare « Yes, &c. Bur when the pillars 
ae ſhaken, - that which ſhould beare vp all is 
wounded ; when the heauens fight againſt a man, 
and apoore creature muſt weſtle with infinite 
wſtice, power, &c. ' oh how hard is this © The 
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wrath of a King isterrible, the rage of Seas, of 
fires, of Lyons; bur ſtill here fs creature againſt 
| B 2 creature, 


10 Pauls (onfidence. 
creature; -weake toweake :' but who knowes the 
of Gods anger, ®ſel. go: Who can ſtand 
Pofore that conſuming fire © nor Men , nor 
Mountaines ,” noe Angels. The terrours of 
God | and anguiſh of fpiric caſts the Diyell 
himſelfe into a frenzie, and makes him mad; 
nay, wounded ſpirit made theHeire of all things 
yerer his griefes in theſe fad termes (My God, my 
God, &c.) That which athouſand mockes, tenne 
thouſand priſons andperſecutions could not have 
done; this one alone, when nothing elſe ailed 
him, was abletocfteR : and therefore good rez- 
ſon have we to - this part, andro giue our 
iritsno occaſion of griefe. And forthe firſt, 

fe Reaſons ſhall ſcrue the rurne; 

Now touching the fecond. Euery man muſt 
keepe his own vine, and plcaſe his owne con(ci- 
ence. Why * Hold ſtillwhileſt I poure in theſe 
Reaſons, becauſe I am in haſte. 1. Tis fit thare- 
nary one ſhould be beſt ſcene in his owne Booke: 
and tis a thouſand pities, that in this bookuhage, 
this Book of. Conſcience is leaſt ſtudied. 2. Thi 
is a meare-{tone that diuidesrhe Chriſtian andthe 
Hypocrite. The Hypocrites knowledge runnes 
ouward and fromward, the Chriſtians lookes 
inwardand reflects vpon « (elfe : the ones is (ci 
ence, the others conſcience ; the one loues tobe 
doing with other mens conſciences , the orher 
with his owne. 3. Heres the triall of a mans wil 


dome. Hethats wiſe (faith Sa/omon) will _ 
or 
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for himſelf and, Therighropus nbernotihs 
owne ſoule. ” 4+ 
out pride, diigin buſincfles abroad, 
one quiet wirh others, tame in himſelfe, low.and 
baic before God in bran or noe Cs wo 


away. $5. He 
thac hath neuer ink. ye. mrs Mm this 
_ ,&c. ae te 

Ve l. Heres matter chidng 
ltold youar firſt, that weate of way gn ors 


of his Life. Tisrrue inthis ſenſe _ 
therruth of Chriſt, ſodoe we z- heecalled ypon 
Gods Name, ſowe ; he gaue rothe Word 
written, ſo, we, alike tocome 
and reſurretion, ſowee + Bur now Paw dwels 
not in proteltations and ſpeculations ; but hee 
comes to praQice, to conſcience : here we leaue 
him. 1a this age, conſcience is vicd as loye is 
We ſpendall in words, and {end it away incom- 
plements, we keep none our ſelves. we haue(our 
exerciſes) now 3; but they arc exerciſes of bodie, 
of IT wit, of memarie, of learning, they 
beenotexerciles of conſcience. No ſoonercan 
bY name the thing before ſome kinde of Scho- 
r$,but they are preſcatly diſputing, What think 
you? Isconſcience an act,an habit, or a facultie, 
or —— ſoule withits eyes gess £,0r _ 
isit * the time 10 ing ir, rather 
than in — reforming of ir, Hcreof 
<—_ whenthey are w {car for to a ficke pa- 
tiens. 


Lew.;.1. 
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| nothing : 
S==—=2 
quickly 'pur you by with a rouerb, 

That vonieibnee was hanged a great __ 
eodious, the thi 
it ſelfe a meereſt -Certainely,ris iw—_ 
exerciſeto ſtudy conſcience , rheir(owne) con- 
ſcience, Indeede Flyes are batic about others 
ſores{&:6 isthie workdabour others conſciences. 

isa maſter, oz2y one man is many 
maſters; He will frand keepe Courrin the con- 
ſcience of a chouſand _ ir _ em 
Medateors" bar kis own. iwill not ſpend 
breath"vpon' ſach as barke at all-yood: , becavſe 
they would have none inthe world. I wiſh that 
albrhe paines of ſome Profeſſors were not ſpent 
inrhis'; cuen in rifling others conſciences,rather 
thantheir owne, Religion, religion is fomerhing 
cl{ethan a iudging of other men. - Aﬀeer meate, 
the heare fhou bomeward ; ' not flyess 
farre off from the heart and Romacke,as the body 
will beare it : and when we hauc heard a Sermon 
of conſcience,we ſhould recoyle vpon our (clues, 
with, What hanc Idone* or, Whar ſhall I doe 
nottooke vpon-another, 'and caruec all to him 
much lefle flye vpon them who ſtand as farre 
hath land. - Oh menvnwiſc, who 
with others diſeaſes thanrber 

| own, 
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vs, as the Ki 
are more 


have beene ſorry wh Arena maps Ie 
wracke :. but yethee is. mpſt his owne 
. ESD 


wy 1a rh 
ny. —a._qarns a llnabecien 
——— 
Rather than the man will cadure the frownes of 
his Maſter,che wife of her husband, the tenant of 


vpon 


: he-payesmen their owne; lines quierly 
fairdly ro the world-ward , and therefore 
thinks himicife a man of conſcience. Bur what 


conſcience isinthisgodrale wel with the _ 
an 


y him 
an Cobons ol 
; teſmire God with oathes for mans of. 
ro fiettoawey rime from God, when hee 
hath given vs much? Shew mee a meere carnal 
civill manthiar makesconfcience of the firſt, (e. 
condithird, or fourth Commandement, of gev 
ting knowledge; of vp Godin hishoak, 
ef forbearing an oath; the Sabbath, 
&c, Venly, wherc there isno therecanhe 
no confidence: ' And {uchaman is without God 
inthe world. 
For the ſecond, Pexls conſcience reacht to 
——— Profeſſors (astheyrwilbc 
; with 
CA Aa nt, 
bea profeſlor, hearer, louer of the Word, aker- 
_ the Sabbach, a: zealous rronore "rang = 
kinde, honcft anddeale- ſquarely withal 
men. Thusir be > But Orimes, O mat» 
ners ! now Profeſfian is become loathſome; and 
to laythetruth, the behaviour of many is ſuch 
that it would-make an vnſertled man call into 
queſtionall Profeſſion, all Religion, all Conic- 
encealmoſt,,We ralke of Conſcience; but where 
&s it's ? who makes conſcience of | his oy 
who 


Pauls Confidence. 25 
who of his bargaines © whoof hisplaceorpro- 
miſe 2 Every man cries out of other ; but who 
diſcharges his owne parc * Wee have a ſaying in 
Gods Book, He that prowdes not for his kindred, 
is worle S_ yrs Wot _ therich if 
his poore kin{man ſtarue 2 We a 
| __ your wiues : Whar —— 
made of this? We haue a commandement, Speak 
not cuill of the ruler : Wee have acharge, Doe 
good againſteuill : Acharge, Toylenorro bee 
rich, Defraud not, Whiſper nor,&c. A command, 
Be rich in good workes : Faſhion not your (clues 
tothe world : What ſhall's ſay tothefe things * 
E there a conſcience at all * Any cerraintic inthe 
Wordatall? Any heauecn, any hell : Whardoe 
we mean thus to ſlubber ouer matters * If we be- 
leeue nothing, meane nothing in good carneſt, 
why doc wee diſſemble © why torbcare weeany 
thing? If webe in carneſt in one comandement, 
whynotinall: If in one thing,why nor in cuery 
thing, as Paw! was : He was ſtill like himfelfe, ar 
altimes,in all caſes. We haue our reſerued caſes. 
One wilbe a Chriſtian, and a man of conſcience : 
but hee hath his infirmitic ; bee doth nor loue his 
wite. Another will be your hearer : but hee muſt 
live by his trade, A third will be your conuert,ſo 
you will helpe him to aboue ten in the hundred : 
the juſt rate he likes nor,it ſounds like V {uric ; bur 
as. muchaboucas you can, With a good conlſci- 
ence, A fourth will giuc ſomthin groa Preacher, 
C vpon 
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condition he may bear the Preachers purſe 
 - his Farmor. A fifch will ride with you 
from morning to night ; ſo hee may hold his fin. 
gerſtillin other mens ſores. Away, Hypocrites, 
away, make no more profeſſion, ralke no more of 
it, till you meane to be honeſter men; either ſhew 
vs Pens conſcience,or none. If youcannot reach 
this here z yer you muſt that there, Heb. 13.18, 
Defire to liuc, &c. elſe there is no truth in you, 
nocomfort for you, ao heed to beraken of you, 
downe you will whea a little preſt, likea hollow 
wall. 

2. All ye of Paws Profeſſion, vie this exerciſe, 
ceaſe from others ; beginne with your ſelues, 
traucll- not ſo much tor good houſes, good li- 
uings, g00d fates, good heads, as for good con- 
ſciences z  ſeeke not ſo muchrhe fauour of the 
world, the countenance of Princes, as of yout 
owne conſcience, Here ſtudic, here ſweat, here 
labour to berhroughour blameleſle.Oh the peace 
of a quiet and well pleaſed conſcience is great! 
the boldneſle of him that hath iris great ; wk 
well, {lcepes well, dwels well, lives well, heeis 
in much ſatery, hee can hold vp his face ioytully 
before a world of accuſers. So isnotthe vncon- 
{cionable : Euery buſhis a man, euery man an 
encmic,cuery leafe an executioner. A ſound of 
feare is in his&ares , and the noyſe of troubles 
makes him aske, Who can ſtand before a continu- 
all burning * As for libertic, thats loſt : he muſt 
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not ſpeak againſt others,leſt they ſtophis month: 
he muſt bee a ſeruant to cuery one, of whomhee 
would borrow a good word, For the purpoſe : 
Say a man be couetous ; how muſt heecrouch ro 
eucry one for his word 5 how many apologies 
and excuſes muſt he drop at cuery doore ? wher- 
as a good conſcience concludes, I hauedone m 
beſt ; and now let them fay their worſt, I wi 
weare itas a Crowne. Wellthen, fichſo many 
ſweet things be bound vp in conſcience, peace, 
comfort, courage, hbertiez cſteeme it highly, & 
reloluc with Paws, 1 had rather dye than loſe my 
reioycing this way. Loſe it if you will nor, rake 
yp his exerciſe, and keep it from offence, Which 
that you may doe, I will ſhew you theſe things. 

1, Whatitisto oftend the conſcience : 2.what 
be the degrees of this offence : 3.what the means 
whereby : 4. what the remedies : 5. whatthe 
letts inthe y{c of theſe remedies. 

Firſt, ro offend the conſcience,is to trouble the 
welfare of it. T he foot is then oftended, when the 
health of it is impeached, and the exerciſe of it 
hindered, thateither itcannor fiir at all, or nor 
ſraightly, and withany caſe. Thinke the ſame of 
conſcience = the healch of it ſtands inthree, x. in 
the cleareneſle of it : 2.in the goodnefle of it : 
3- inthe liuclineſſe and ſeniibleneſle of it; as tis 
in theeye : the clearneſſe of it is double, 1. op- 
poſed to ignorance and dehufion : 2..to hypo- 
crifie and falſeneſſe. The goodneſle /of it hands 
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in thequietneſſe and peace of it :: And thereto is 
L.a a» rs , and, 2. abe- 
nummed conſcience. The tendernefle of the 
conſcience, is its quicknefle in apprehending its 
owne oftate, and iudging of irs owne doings : 
Whereto is oppoſed «. aſleepy, 2. adead and 
ſeared conſcience. When any thing is done or 
lefryndone, whereby the cleareneſle, quietneſſe, 
or working of the conſcience is any way impea- 
ched, then conſcience is offended. 

Secondly , the degrees of theſe offences are 
diuers , as a man may more or lefle wound his 
foot againſt a ſtone. 1. there is a tempting of the 
conſcience: when a man vnreſolued of the law- 
fulnefle of a thing, venters vpon it as vpon meat 
never tried before : 2. a wounding of the con- 
ſcience : when a man for feare, hope, &c. dotha 
thing againſt knowledge : 3.a killing of it: when | 
he trades in knowne (ins, of purpole to pauc and 
brawne his conſcience. 

3- The meanes, whereby the conſcience comes 
to be offended, is double: 1. when weare wan- 
ting tO it : 2. when wrongfull to it. Wanting, 
when we doe not watch arid faue the conſcience, 
as we doe the cyec from duſt. 2. When we donot 
ſpeedily looke ro wounds, if any. If any thing 
breed inthe eye, it may ſoone be loſt : The cor- 
(cience is a yeſlell char muſt bee waſh daily (43 
dimme eyes bee) and that by Repentance and 
Faith, 

3. When 
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3 When weedoe noteſtabliſh the heart and 
conſcience. A weake childe ſoone ſtumbles, vn- 
lefſe ypheld ; ſo conſcience. This muſt be vpheld 
fiſt, by grace, ſecondly, by conference &c. 

2 Wrongfull ro it; 1. when wee hinderthe 
worke of it : for cuery thing delights in ating its 
owne operations : 2. When we force finne ypon 
itagainſt light of nature or grace, eſpecially groſſe 
linnes 


4 The remedies : r. Pacific it, not by daw- 
bing &c.bur by Gods meanes. 1. The finne of- 
coding muſt be reverſed ; as meate thar will nor 
be d : it ſticksas an arrow in the fleſh,that 
muſt be pluckt our by repentance and fausfaQti- 
on. 2. Chriſts bloud applyed, the onely ſalue for 
aficke ſoule. 2. When reconciled,peace muſt be 
maintained. Here rake theſe rules: 1. do nothing 
wilfully againſt conſcience ;"* 2. nothing doubt- 
ingly when reſolution may be had 3. nothing 
_ : for meat vnwittingly taken, may after 

1 . 

5 Thus you ſee diretions. To the end that 
you may practiſe , remoue 1-letts , which are of 
two : 1.,wantof will,z.want of $kill. The 
firſt ariſes from three wants ; 4.ot faith,as if the 
courſe were vnprofitable, 2. of loue ro Gods 
tuth,man,&c. 3 of truth and vprightneſle : wee 
tadrather be hypocrites than otherwiſe &c. See 
al 1.7i.1.5. 2. Want of skill; which ariſes 
from wantof vnderſtanding the Word, 2.want 
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of experience, z.want of exerciſe &c. 

Then fith in this veſfell ( Conſcience ) [yes all 
our treaſure, faith, life ir ſelfe, &c. therefore pre. 
ſerucir well, gerouerall difficulties, helpe faith, 
loue,truth &c.vſc al meanes &c. follow Paultill 
thoycanſt ſay wich him, I'defire to keepe a good 
Conſcience. 

A for ſuch as ſtand vpon Conſcience, 
Theſe are the worlds fooles ; but tis no matter, 
they are Gods iewelsand delight : and when they 
ſtand, as Pawl, before the iudgemenc ſeat of man, 
nay of God, they ſhall finde a good conſciencea 
berter breſt-plate and buckler than a workd of 
wealth. Onely be fure of rhis ; 1. that tis conſci- 
ence. There be two things inthe-world that look 
a little like it,but are not conſcience : t.Cuſtome, 
which breedes in blinde men, Popiſh perſons and 
moſt ynregenerate men, who haue had good bree- 
ding,a kinde of trouble and regret , which is no 
more conſcience than the aking of the ſtomacke 
whenir wants its ſet meales. 2. Prejudice and 
conceit, wherr a man vpon ſome preſumptions 
and probabilities hath: pirchrt vpon a conclulion, 
(eyrher for or aga1oft athing) and willnot bere- 
moued.True Conſcience differs from both theſe: 
For firſt , that knowes ir ground ; ſecondly,thit 

roundis ſome Scripture : which becauſc it may 

haply miſtaken , therefore conſcience iseuct 
reachable, as willing to heare as to ſpeake, t0 lay 


downe as to take vp an opinion, Not ſo _=U 
r: 
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ther : they are violent if oppolcd, and every man 
that thinks not as they rhinke, wants iudgement, 
or truth , or both. 2. This coaſciencemuſt bee 
cleere towards God and man, and hauec both ir 
eyes. What hath the hypocrite to doe with con- 
ſciences A man of conicience muſt and vſuall 
will be ſutcable and throughout orderly ; thou 4 
I doubt not, but that there is a partiall hy -- 
as well as ignorance in {ome men at all times, and 
inallmen, cuen in Saints, at ſome times. 3. It 
muſt be our owne conſcience,as Pau! here ſpeaks : 
and fourthly,to make an cnd , a good conicience 
muſt bee qualified as is heaucnly wiſedome( for 
this is a great part of it, ) How 1s that 2 St.[smes 
hhewes it,ch4p. 3.17. 1.purcin it (clfe,2.peace,to- 
wards others and ir ſelfe, 3.moderate, and not ex- 
acting extremitics,4.tcachable and caſe to be per- 
ſwaded, 5 .pitifull and helpefull cuery way. And 
xitmuſt haue theſe excellencics, ſo muſt it bee 
yoydeof partialitic in cauſes and perſons , and of 
bypocritie betweene God and ir ſelfe. And hee 
that hath ſucha conſcience , or labours for ſuch 
With Paals exerciſes, ſhall hold out his profeſsion 
and hold vp his face,when a thouſand others 

blaſtand wither. 


